
Utilities  |  55

5
UTILITIES
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As a main east-west arterial serving the West County area, Manchester Road has provided an attrac-
tive location for utility easements and services for the region. Utility companies began installing service 
along the road several decades ago, before suburban development began, and any improvements or re-
developments along the corridor will require coordination and cooperation with a range of utility entities. 

In order to enhance the aesthetic quality of the Manchester Road corridor, the five communities should 
utilize the following recommendations pertaining to utilities.

Key Recommendations for Utilities

 The five communities should work with the local utility companies to consider undergrounding over-• 
head utilities along the Manchester Road corridor, particularly as redevelopment occurs.

 The cities and the utility companies may consider relocating overhead utility lines away from Man-• 
chester Road, to parallel alignments, in order to improve the aesthetic appearance of the corridor.  
Relocation of utilities may prove less costly than undergrounding, depending on the exact circum-
stances.  In addition, moving utilities to back streets or to rear property lines would eliminate the 
current congestion along Manchester Road that is caused when repairs must be made along this 
major transportation corridor.  The municipalities would need to work with the utilities to gain buy-in 
concerning this strategy.  The diagram below illustrates how utility lines could be located along 
alignments running parallel to Manchester Road.  The alignments depicted below are for discussion 
purposes only and do not represent definitive locations for realignments. 

 The cities and the utility companies may consider undergrounding utilities in town center areas in • 
a “campus” arrangement similar to that provided to large corporate office campuses.  In these ar-
rangements, power arrives at a central distribution point and then an underground loop system of 
utility lines serves the entire town center district.

Given the considerable investment involved in changes to utility systems, the communities should 
continue to work with the utility companies in the St. Louis area to find creative solutions that provide 
necessary services to the area at reasonable prices and enhance the aesthetic quality and appearance 
of the overall corridor.

Utilities

The communities may work with the utility companies to align utility corridors to the north or south of Manchester 
Road (above ground) as an alternative to undergrounding all utilities.
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View of Existing Overhead Utility Lines along Manchester Road, looking west from Old Towne Plaza shopping 
center in Ballwin.

Identical view – looking west along Manchester Road from Old Towne Plaza in Ballwin – with representation of 
utility lines removed from the side of the road.






